April 28, 1993
MEMORANDUM QWP #24

To: District Directors
Envi ronnment al Heal th Managers
Environnmental Health Specialists
Proj ect Managers

From Donal d J. Al exander, Director
D vision of Onsite Sewage and Water Services

Subject: Interpretation to 8 1.3 of the Alternative D scharging
Sewage Treatnent Requlations for Single Famly Dwellings.

Section 1.3 of the Dischargi ng Regul ati ons governs who is to
be regul ated by these regul ati ons and addresses sone of the issues
of what systens are grandfathered. The purpose of this GWP is to
clarify two specific questions raised pursuant to 8§ 1.3.

The first issue concerns discharging systens serving single
famly hones with flows under 1,000 GPD that have an individual
VPDES permt (i.e., systens permtted by the State Water Control
Board but not covered under the General Permt). These systens are
not governed by the Alternative D scharging Sewage Treatnent
Requl ations for Single Famly Dwellings, and the Departnent of
Heal th has no jurisdiction over them except as provided through a
Menor andum of Agreenment between VDH and the State Water Control
Board (SWCB) or where an actual or potential public health hazard
may exist. |In other words, these systens are ordinarily governed
under the exclusive purview of the State Water Control Board.
Further, the SWCB has the exclusive right to renew, reissue or
transfer these permts in accordance with their regulations.
I ndi vi dual s hol di ng any individual VPDES permt, including those
whi ch have been renewed, reissued or transferred (for exanple, when
a single famly hone is sold to a new owner) are not governed by
the Alternative Discharging Sewage Treatnent Requlations for Single
Fami |y Dwel lings.

The second issue concerns the grandfathering of existing
systens (1) which were originally permtted under an individual
VPDES permt; (2) which cease to be covered by an original,
renewed, reissued or transferred individual VPDES pernit; and (3)
which, as a result, subsequently are regi stered under the General
Permit. These systens are governed by the Aternative D scharging
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Sewage Treatnent Requlations for Single Famly Dwellings. |In cases
where the individual VPDES permt limts are 30 ng/l BOD (five day
bi ochem cal oxygen demand) and 30 ng/l SS (suspended solids), but
under the Discharging Regulations would have to neet 10-10
standards for these paraneters, the 30-30 standard shall govern
until such time as (1) the systens fail to conply with the 30-30
[imt for two consecutive sanpling quarters as defined in § 3.11.D
(if non-routine, additional testing is being conducted under the
conditions and limtations set forth in 8 3.11 (D), or (2) repairs
in excess of fifty percent (50% of the cost of the system are
necessary.

When evidence is provided which justifies why a systemfails
to neet the 30-30 standard for two consecutive quarters, the
envi ronnment al health manager may allow formal testing to continue
on a nonthly basis for up to an additional six nonths, as provided
for in 8 3.11.D.3, to determne if the systemcan conply with the
30-30 standard. If, during the six nonth evaluation, the systemis
not consistently providing treatnent equal to or better than 30-30
(BOD and SS), the systemshall be upgraded to neet 10-10 standards.

However, before requiring that the system be upgraded, the
environnmental heal th manager shall in all cases consult with the
Techni cal Services Chief in the Dvision of Onsite Sewage and Wt er
Services. The consultation shall be to review and evaluate the
data coll ected on the discharging sewage treatnment systemrelative
to the capability of the systemto consistently neet 30-30 effl uent
limts and if it appears the system cannot neet those limts, to
expl ore what options are available to repair or replace the system
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